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FIRST OLD MAN (contemptuously). Several thousandsl
SECOND OLD MAN (perhaps the worse of the two,
sniggering). One thousand, two thousand, three thousand!
(The two ancient and desiccated monsters cackle to-
gether and point contemptuously at poor JOHNSON, who
watches them spread themselves in their chairs now.}
JOHNSON.  I don't see anything particularly funny
about it.

FIRST OLD MAN. I cleared two hundred and fifty
thousand on Consolidated Copper.

SECOND OLD MAN. I made a cool three hundred
and fifty thousand out of National Nickel.

FIRST OLD MAN. I netted four hundred and fifty
thousand out of International Iron,

SECOND OLD MAN. I cashed in for five hundred and
fifty thousand out of Standard Steel.

FIRST OLD MAN (to finish this off}. I wrote to the
directors here and told 'em that to save time Fd accept,
in settlement of my claim, one million and seven
hundred and fifty thousand.

SECOND OLD MAN (to go one better}, "Gentlemen/'
I wrote, "we are men of few words. I'll make no
further demands on you if you give me your cheque
for two millions/'

(JOHNSON, who has hen sitting on the settee in
front of the desk, turning to listm to first one and
then the other * is now only about half the sfay he was
at the beaming of this duet. He rifts and walks